Touching the lives of
children the world over

Lions “Quest for the Best” launched in Sri Lanka
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Lion Lester Aponso, District Governor 306B2, Lion Mahesh Pasqual, Lion Lady Dr. Adhilakshmie MJF, Lions Quest Trainer from India and Hema—
mali Gunatilleke, Senior Lecturer, University of Sri Jayawardenapura.
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he law of harvest is to

reap more than you

sow. Sow an act, and
you reap a habit. Sow a habit
and you reap a character.
Sow ‘a character and you
reap a destiny. To shape the
destiny of the future genera-
tions of Sri Lanka, Lions
Clubs Districts 306 B2 and
Al on February 27 launched
Lions Quest, a comprehen-
sive program of Lions Clubs
International Foundation to

International

help discipline and educate
of Sri
L.inka.

Past District Governor
Lion Dr. Adhilakshmi Guru-
murthy PMJF of District
324 B-3 from India made a
presentation on the Lions
Quest program. She empha-
sised that this program was a
need of the era where
lifestyles of each and every-
one was changmg rapidly.

“We don’t have time to
talk to our children any
more with today’s rat race.
In an era where crime an
drug abuse are high among
the youth, we tend to ignore
these as “dirt under the car-

et.”

With high expectations of
parents and continued pres-
sure from the school, pre-
venting children from nega-
tive influences of life is the
need of the hour,” Dr. Adhi-
lakshmi said. She said the
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Lions Quest program will
help the adole ents to be
drug free, plined and
responsible ~ citizens and
make them to say a strong
“NO” to negative influ-
ences.

District Chairman, Lions
Quest Lion V. L. Selvaku-

mar said this program will
help us to change the way
we think of our children.
“This program will interact
with the teachers, parents
and students to train the ado-
lescents to be useful citizens
of the country,” he said.
Senior Lecturer of the Sri

Jayawardenapura University
Lion Hemamali Gunathila-
Ka, who played a major role
in translating the curriculum
of the Lions Quest program
to Sinhala said parents loved
to see their children being
loved by the society. “This
giant stép by the Lions Club

1l no doubt make all our
children worthy  citizens,
loved by everyone.”

International Lions Presi-
dent Lion Mahendra Amara-
suriya said that he was very
happy to witness the launch
of the Lions Quest program
in Sri Lanka.

He said that the Quest
program of Lions Interna-
tional was a very relevant
program to Lions Clubs the
world over where over US $
4.5 million has been invest-
ed. “This program is a
bridge between the youth of
the country and the Lions
Clubs,” he said.

“Although Sri Lanka was
falling back on this very
important program on devel-
oping the youth, I am very
happy that this is being
implemented even at this
late stage. I have a target of
implementing this program
in at least 50 countries the
world over by the end of
2008.

Incidentally Sti Lanka is
the 46th country where this

program  has  been
launched,”  Tnternational
Lions  President  Lion
Mahendra  Amarasuriya
said.

District Governors Lion
Mahesh Pasqual and Lion
Lester Aponso also made
presentations on this very
important program that tar-
get in making a better soci-
ety tomorrow.

Japanese Red Cross funds Sight Restoration Project
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ree  Eye screening

camps are conducted in

all parts of Trincoma-
lee, by the District Branch
of Sri Lanka Red Cross
Society. These camps are
conducted comprising all
parts of the district continu-
ously, including the back-
ward villages.

While spectacles are dis-
tributed to people participat-
ing in the camps. the
patients with cataract, a dis
ease in which the clear lens

of the eye becomes cloudy,
are transported to the teach-
ing hospital, Kandy, operat-
ed free of charge and con-
veyed back to their own
homes. Japan Red Cross
Society has been providing

the whole funding
tance for these projects
which are undertaken by
the Sri Lanka Red Cross
Society. During the past
month 927 persons with
sight defects, from Mol-

lipothana, Wan Ela, Ganesh
Lane and Andankulam were
issued free spectacles while
90 persons selected from
Mollipothana,  Wan-Ela,

China bay, Palaiyootru and
Selvanayagapuram  areas

were taken to Teaching Hos
pital  Kandy and  after
surgery, transported to their
own places.

Summary of the
Project Acti 'S
‘Total Number of
camps - 112
Total Number
of screened - 20709
Total Number
of cataract cases
identified - 2079
Tolal Number of
lected for issue

o spectacles 17642
Total

pectacles Jesued - 16053
Number taken to Kandy
hospital for cataract
Surgery -

District 306C2’s Mission on
Child Development

op priority was spelt

out for the Mission on

Child Development at
the beginning of the Lionis-
tic Year in July 2007 by Dis-
trict Governor Lion Dr.
Priyanka Baddevithana as
follows: Assist in building
the lives of children and
families by creating equal
opportunities through
removal of economic, edu-
cation, health and environ-
mental disadvantages.
Through facilitation of pro-
fessional counselling, their
experiences of hardship
endured could be turned into
strengths  for  character
building of children towards
the creation of a just society
that recognises children’s
rights.
Lion Indrani Sugathadasa
is the District’s Chief Coor-
dinator for the programme
on Child Development and
Women’s Empowerment. In
order to create much needed
public awareness the follow-
ing article was provided by
her in her professional
capacity as Secretary to the
Ministry of Child Develop-
ment & Women’s Empower-
ment.

Child - Most valuable
resource

There are six million chil-
dren (persons below 18
years of age) in Sri Lanka’s
population according to the
National Census. There is
no doubt that all parents
would want their children
protected from all evils and
dangers whether such dan-
gers are man-made or other-
wise. Many parents give
priority to their children’s
education, health and gener-
al well-being. It is true that
education and health are
very important, but at the

Lion Lady Indrani Sugathadasa appointed Lion District

306C2's Chief Coordinator for

Child Development and

Women's Empowerment at District Cabinet Installation
Ceremony. Also in the picture District Governor Lion Dr.
Priyanka Baddevithana and International President Lion

Mahendra Amarasuriya.

same time most parents for-
get that the protection of the
children is equally impor-
tant.  Unfortunately, some
parents are not aware of the
social evils and dangers pre-
vailing in sociely or they
tend to pay less attention to
the child prolecunn issues.
Therefo increasing
awareness on this vital
aspect is becoming more
and more important.

The Ministry of Child
and Women’s

fear and abuse there is now
someone to talk to. This is
one way to protect the vul-
nerable children in need.

The complaints or any
information received by the
Helpline 1929 are referred
to relevant organisations
immediately to take neces-
sary action.

The National Child Pro-
tection Authority, Depart-
ment of Probation and Child
Care SCYVILE\, Police

2 D o

Empowermem recently
opened a Child Helpline
with a toll free number 1929
to prevent and protect the
children from abuse and also
to create a better environ-
ment for them.

Any child or an adult from
any part of the country can
call this number to make a
complaint of a child sexual
or physical abuse, child
labour, corporal punishment
or any kind of child harass-
ment.

For those who are not
privileged to grow without

Labour, Ministry of Health,
Legal Aid Commission,
Human Rights Commission
and the NGOs such as
FORUT, Sumithrayo and
Sahanaya are the agencies
who are supporting and
active in this network.

Itis a responsibility of not
only the parents but the civil
society in general to use this
facility and help to protect
children from abuse and vio-
lation of their rights. Protec-
tion of children is a long
term investment for the
well-being of a nation.

Through Wellawatte West Lions
Visiting Lions donate hearing
aids to Kalubowila hospital

isit by Lion Vie Trul-
luck and Lion Lady
Bernice  Trulluck,

from Hastings Lions Club in
UK, as guests of the Lions
Club of Wellawatte West,
enabled the Club to conduct
two major projects in Febru-

B

ry.
The Club visited Shilpa
Girls Home, in Narahenpita,
on the 16th of February, with
the visiting Lions, to donate
school uniform materials,
school needs, stationery and
Library books. The Club also
et the expenses of the day’s
meals.

Lion Vic Trulluck is the

Project Chairman, Lions Dis-
trict MD 105 UK, in charge
of supplying hearing aids to
the third world countries.

On two earlier occasions
the Lions Club of Wellawatte
‘West donated 500 hearing
aids and two audio meters to
Kalubowila Hospital which
the Club received from
Lion Vic. With these dona-
tions the Hospital, for the first
time, started issuing free
hearing aids to the poor. The
cost of a hearing aid in the
open market is around Rs.
18,000. This time too Lion
Vic donated 250 hearing aids
to the hospital through the

club. The total cost of hearing
aids and the equipment
donated so far to the Hospital
is over Rs. 10 million.

As a tribute to Lion Vic
Wellawatta West Lions Club
organized a special project
where 50 student, with hear-
ing deficiencies,  were
brought to the Kalubowila
Hospital from Lunugamwe-
hera where the ENT Surgeon
Dr. (Mrs) Malkanthi Jayas-
inghe, along with her dedicat-
ed staff, provided the
required hearing aids. All the
expenses, including transport
and meals, were met by the
Wellawatte West Lions Club.

Lion Vic Trulluck andmg r.:ver hearing aids to Dr. Malkanthi Jayasinghe ENT Surge&n
ila Ho:

spita

o

Eye testing of a patient at the eye camp held at Rankadu
Dewale, Kaduwela by the Lions Club of Oruwala.

1000 reading glasses and 200 eye lenses were distribut-
ed among the needy at a Multi-Service Social Welfare
Programme held at Kottawa recently. Pannipitiya Metro
Lions Club organised the programme. The Governor of
the Lions district 306 C (2) Lion Priyanka Baddevithana
was the chief guest. Here, an eye surgeon presents a
reading glass to needy. Maharagama Special correspondent,

Wehelle Piyathilaka

- UAPL builds Community Hall for
less privileged at Kanatholuwa
Seventy six families at
Kanatholuwa, Kurune-
‘gala have been benefit-
ed by the construction of a

Little ones at Kanatholuwa greehng Ursula Beier

Community Hall. The cost of
the project is around Rs. 2.0
million which was borne by
the Universal Association for

peace and love, a registered
guarantee company for com-
munity development and
welfare activities (UAPL).
Chairperson  of UAPL,
Ursala Beier, from Germany
said  that  villagers at
Kanatholuwa live under dire

straits. Only very little chil-
dren attend school. Some of
the little ones have to walk
five to six km to reach school.
She said that she had to
organise over seven shra-
madanas to clear the roads at
Kanatholuwa.




