
he United Cul-
tural Conven-
tion of the
American Bio-
graphical Insti-

tute of the United States
of America has appoint-
ed Lion Dr. M.H.C.J. Ian,
as an Ambassador Gen-
eral of the United Cultur-
al Convention USA for
having demonstrated the
professional and person-
al attributes befitting and
requisite to the consular
representation of one’s
nation of origin, and hav-
ing expressed the capa-
bility and diplomacy to
uphold the United Cultur-
al Convention’s commit-
ment to international
peace, empathy and
exchange.

The lifetime position of
Ambassador-General carries
with it the image of the ulti-
mate statesman. 

This indelible appoint-
ment carries with it a
responsibility, due and
owing as an upstanding citi-
zen of one’s country to uti-
lize the standards of interna-
tional moral and social obli-
gation. 

To commemorate his new

title they have officially
sanctioned his office as an
Ambassadorial headquarters
or Embassy. Other than this
Ambassador General Dr.
M.H.C.J. Ian has been

selected to the Membership
of the International Order of
Ambassador.

Dr. Ian called on President
Mahinda Rajapaksa and got
his blessings on his new

appointment. He was
accompanied by Dr. Mrs.
Sudarshani Fernandopulle
SLFP Chief Organizer
Katana Electorate and Rev.
Gnanasiri Thera, Chief

Incumbent of Angurukara-
mulla Negombo Main Tem-
ple.Lion Dr. Ian is also the
Vice Chairman, Lions Mul-
tiple Council 306 and Past
District Governor. 

Club News

Good wishes from President Rajapaksa

Lion Dr. Ian appointed 
Ambassador General

Here Dr. Ian with President Mahinda Rajapaksa. Others in the picture are (from left) Prasad Peiris, Coordinator Min-
istry of Highways, Ven. Gnanasiri Thera, Chief Incumbent of Angurukaramulla Temple, Negombo and Dr. Mrs. Sud-
harshani Fernandopulle, SLFP Chief Organiser, Katana Electorate.

ervices ren-
dered by Lion
M. Ashroff
Hussain to the
needy irre-

spective of caste, creed
and nationality, is envor-
mous. He is such a
devoted social worker
that he has been enrolled
as a President, Secre-
tary, Treasurer and Chair-
man of committees in
many social institutions
to which he is attached.

His work as the President
of the Islamic centre for the
physiclaly handicapped at
Thihariya is remarkable.
The work of this centre has
received wide recognistion
not only from the Muslims
but also from the entire
country, for the great work it
has undertaken towards the
amelioration of the condi-
tions of the physically hand-
icapped children.

In October 2007, the Sri
Laka Council of the Blind
recognised the outstanding
services rendered by Lion
Hussain, Past President of
the Lions Club of Colombo
West, to the blind and a
momento was presented to
him.

While being the President
of the Lions Club of Colom-
bo West during 1982-1983,
he organised Eye camps
where a large number of
patients were sereened and
referred to authorities con-
cerned and a large number

of cataract operations were
done free. During 1982-
1983 he arranged free spec-
tales for over 500 persons.
Lion Hussain was President
of the Lions Club of Colom-
bo West again during 2006-
2007. 

During this period he gift-
ed spectales to peopel from
many parts of the island. He
also gave implant lens to
many patients free.

Lion Hussain was pre-
sented an apprerciation
award for the outstanding
services rendered to the
blind. He is a life member of
the Sri Lanka Coouncil for
the Blind.

He joined the National
Diabetes Centre as an ordi-
nary member in 1990 and
became a life member in
2007. 

He has been one of the
executive members since
1998. He is now the Assist-
nat Secretary of the Diabetes
Association of Sri Lanka.

Lion Ashroff has done

yeoman service to the
“Friends of the Accident
Service.” Whenever an acci-
dent or disaster takes place,
Lion Ashroff visits the plac
e assisting victims and staff. 

He also provides clothes,
food etc. to victims whenev-
er, a disaster takes place.

He is the Hony. General
Secretary of the Colombo
Janaza and Welfare Society
which provides free dry
rations to needy families.
During Ramazan, the Soci-
ety provides rice, milk food,
flour, dhal to needy families.
Lion Hussain takes an active
part in all these service pro-
jects.

One of the most outsnad-
ing sevices rendered by Lion
Ashroff Hussain is the per-
sonal free transport service
to poor Muslim families.

When a dealth occurs, he
provides free transport on a
24-hour basis to the
bereaved family. This is one
of the most meritorious ser-
vics rendered by Lion

Lion Ashroff Hussain

“Embracing Diversity”
people tend to forget

the disabled
r. Ajith C.S. Perera was the Guest
Speaker at the Luncheon Meeting of
the Rotary Club of Colombo held at Taj
Samudra Hotel. Dr. Ajith Perera, a well-
known Chemistry Scholar, and an

internationally recognized Cricket Umpire, had
the misfortune to be struck by a falling tree, when
he was driving along in his car. This left him
paralysed below the waist, and confined to a
wheel chair.

Accordingly, his topic for the presentation was,
“Embracing Diversity, a Profitable Business Invest-
ment”. He made the point that in Sri Lanka unlike in
Western countries, people tend to forget differently-
abled persons, and they do not cater for the special
needs of such persons. It is high time we change this
trend, Dr. Perera said.

At the end of his speech, he presented Colonel R.
Harindran, President of the Rotary Club of Colombo,
with a book which he had authored.

eo Jayani Akalanka, a member of the
Leo Club of Rattanapitiya will present
“Jayani Ranga Prathiba” at John de
Silva Memorial Hall on Monday
December 8 at 6.00 p.m.

It has been organised by Lions Club of
Rattanapitiya in aid of the club’s service projects.
Jayani has won a host of awards for dancing on district
level, province and all island level. Jayani Rangay-
athanaya, Uda Aparekka, Matara was opened in 2006
with 13 students. Jayani is a Grade 13 student at
Kokawela Central College, Matara and takes part in all
extra-curricular activities in school.

Since childhood Jayani was very interested in danc-
ing. She followed a two-year dancing course conducted
by the Ruhunu Cultural Centre and has since become
the winner of a number of dancing competitions and

awarded many certificates.
Having actively partici-

pated at the Youth Promo-
tion Programme launched
by the Canada University
in the Southern Province,
Jayani won several awards
in many events. All Lions
and Leos have extended
their fullest support to
Jayani and her students’
‘Jayani Ranga Prathiba’ at
John de Silva Memorial
Hall, Colombo 7 on Mon-
day December 8.

Rattanapitiya Leos present
“Jayani Ranga Prathibha”

From left: Rohan Karunaratne, Secretary of the
Rotary Club of Dr. Ajith Perera, Colonel R. Harindran,
President of Rotary Club of Colombo and Nalin Fer-
nando, District Governor of the Rotary District 3220.
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he 50th
anniversary of
the Capri Club
was held on a
grand scale at

the club premises last
week, with Visa Counsel-
lor of the Italian
Embassy, Pietro Savino
as the chief guest.

Addressing a host of
VIPs, distinguished guests
and club members, Visa
Counsellor Savino assured
that he will bring back old
memories by introducing
more Italian residents to Sri
Lanka. 

The Capri Club had
been formed for the Italian
residents by Mr. Saki who
was a chef at Galle Face
Hotel. I being the Visa
Counsellor of the Italian
Embassy in Sri Lanka, I
am proud to be associated
with this glittering cere-
mony of the 50th anniver-
sary of the prestigious
Capri Club, Savino said.

President, Capri Club
Lasantha Fernando said
that the club was founded
in 1958 by a few Colombo
socialities.

The name “Capri” in
Latin meant “Circle of
Friends of Italian Resi-
dents” and initially there
were only 30 members.
Some of the founder mem-
bers were late George

Bobbiesse, Tita Natanielsz
and Ralph Fernando, and a
few remaining members of
that era are with a today,

the President said. “I am
happy to say that the cur-
rent membership in now
over 700 and we have lim-
ited the membership to
750, he said.

He thanked the anniver-
sary sub-committed head-
ed by Vice President
Gamini Kamalgoda, Sud-
hammika Hewavitharana,
Hiran Soysa Prasahantha
Pieris, Laknath Peiris and
Nawaz Rajabdeen who
organised the event under
difficult conditions.

More Italians to visit Sri Lanka

Lion Ashroff Hussain
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Embassy in 
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this glittering 
ceremony 
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Italian Visa Counsellor at Capri Club

Chief Guest Visa Counsellor, Italian Embassy, Pietro Savino cuts the anniversary cake to commence the celebra-
tions. Looking on are President, Capri Club, Lasantha Fernando, Treasurer, Lucky Peiris, Senior Members Nawaz
Rajabdeen, Director F&B Galadari Hotel Ananda Warakawa, and Marylin Warakawa.

Jene Nathaniels, wife of
one of the founders of the
Club, Tita Nathaniels, with
Treasurer Lucky Peiris.

Trustee Eddie Wijesuriya receives an award from Chief Guest Visa Counsellor, Italian
Embassy Pietro Savino. Looking on is President, Capri Club, Lasantha Fernando.
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he Rotary
Colombo
Down
Town has
set up a

Junior School at
Hambantota.

It is facilitated with
twelve class rooms
capable of accommo-
dating forty students
in each class.

Among the other
facilities are music
room, dining room,
library, principal’s
office, staff room,
general office and toi-
let facilities.

The project was
funded by the Interna-
tional Partner   Rotary
Club   of   Billeric
bay of   Essex  in  UK
Rotary   district
1240.

The school was set
up to accommodate
tsunami stricken chil-
dren.

multi service
health camp
was held in
Pasyala on
15th Novem-

ber. This project was
organised by Leo District
Council 306 A1 jointly
with Madushi Foreign
Employment Social Ser-
vice Trust & Lions Club of
Mt. Lavinia.

The project was a huge
success with over 1500 less
privileged people from
Pasyala, Nittambuwa,
Attanagalla and other areas
of Gampaha District attend-
ing the health camp.

The mega camp included
a donation of 1000 specta-
cles, 200 safety bottle
lamps, stationery for 50
school children and opening
of new savings books for
250 children. Adding to the
contributions given were 75
identification stickers for the
school van owners Associa-
tion, unveiling 5 new bus
stops for the betterment of
passengers in front of
Meerigama Hospital,
Keenawana Junction, Dum-
maladeniya Junction,

Danowita Junction and
Alawala Junction. Other
donations & contributions
included A Water Tank for
Pasyala Primary School,
Electrical Equipment for
Pasyala Sirisangabo
Vidyalaya, name boards for
2 temples, 32 name boards
& required equipment for
the Nittambuwa Main Bus
stand. In addition a televi-
sion and other equipment for
Alwala Mathu Home were
donated. Cash donations
towards the construction of

the Gampaha Mathalana Pri-
mary School & Shelter
equipment for 3 houses were
also handed over.

Financial assistance was
also given for the construc-
tion of the Wewaldeniya Sri
Bodhimalu Viharaya &
Pasyala Maligatanna
Rajamaha Viharaya. This
huge successful venture cost
more than Rs. 2,000,000.

Leo & Lions who partici-
pated were Co Project
Chairman District President
306 A1 Leo Asitha Pin-

naduwa, District Vice Presi-
dent 3-6 A 1 Leo Leyon
Aponso, District Chairman
for Leos 306 A1 Lion Nalin
Wijeratne and Lion Daya
Wijetunga. The Co Project
Chairman & Chief Coordi-
nator for Multi Service
Health Camp was Desha-
bandu Deshashakthi Bandu-
la Nawarathne the Manag-
ing Director of Madhushi
Foreign employment agen-
cy.

Other VIP guest present
was Honourable Pandu Ban-
daranayake Minister of Reli-
gious Affairs, Mr.
Sarathchandra Rajakaruna
Member of Parliament &
Chief Organiser of the Unit-
ed National Party in Attana-

galla, Mrs. Laly
Kobbekaduwa the wife of
the slain War Hero Lieu-
tenant General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa. A total num-
ber of 25 Leos & Lions also
participated in conducting
this project. Co Project
Chairman Leo Asitha stated
that this was one of the
biggest Multi service health
camps done by a Leo dis-
trict. The contribution and
coordination given by
Deshabandu Deshashakthi
Bandula Nawarathne was
immense. The people in
Pasyala should be very
thankful to Mr. Bandula he
further said. The contribu-
tions by Lion Daya Wijetun-
ga and the Lions Club of Mt.
Lavinia also must be men-
tioned, as everyone came
together to make this project
a success which greatly ben-
efited the people of Pasyala.
Multiple President Leo
Ricky Simms added that
joining forces with outside
organisations is a very good
thing. As many hands can do
wonders. And can reach out
to the less fortunate people

Multi Service health camp by Leo
District Council 306 A1
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Deshabandu Deshashakthi Bandula Nawarathne hand-
ing over goods to the people

Colombo 
Down Town 

Rotarians
build school 
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The project was a
huge success with

over 1500 less 
privileged people

from Pasyala, 
Nittambuwa,

Attanagalla and other
areas of Gampaha
District attending


