
Fashion

SBC Colombo
Fashion Week
2009 will see
15 collections
from Sri

Lanka. This was con-
firmed by the organizing
committee after 3rd
round of preliminary col-
lection presentation by
the designers.

These presentations were
made after a common brief
was handed over to all inter-
ested designers few months
ago. The focus is on Spring
Summer 2009 and partly on
Spring Summer 2010. The
organising committee felt
the standards and applica-
tion of Sri Lankan designers
is much better than last year.
HSBC Colombo Fashion

Week is being hosted in
association with Taj Samu-
dra on 19, 20 and 21 of
February 2009.

“The collections are
already looking good and
that’s the sign we were
looking for, it definitely is a
step up from the last CFW,
and yet we still have to push
the bar higher,” says Ajai
Singh, “The collections are
more focused and our
designers are now following
a global design cycle, how-
ever it will take more time,
like any other country pro-
moting their fashion indus-
try”.

In 2009, in addition to 15
Sri Lankan designers, there
will be 7 international and
regional designers. 

These designers are care-
fully picked based on the
brief, their stature in the
international fashion com-
munity and the opportuni-
ties they would provide for
Sri Lankan designers to
interact and learn from
them. 

These international
designers have made lasting
impact in their respective
countries and have gone on
to make a mark in the
important European mar-
kets and fashion weeks.

Most of the 15 Sri Lankan
collections were carefully
guided by the CFW techni-
cal team to create collec-
tions which will find
favours with the regional
and local retail buyers. 

The collections have fol-
lowed consumer trends and
understood their propensity
to buy ready to wear fash-
ion. 

This will attract more
retail buyers to order from
Sri Lankan designers. This
year the number of  buyers
have increased from last
year, majority of the buyers
are from India.

“We are also talking to Sri
Lankan retailers to include
them in this fashion cycle,
for an industry to grow the
retail channel plays an
important role as it becomes
the interface with the con-
sumer. 

We have already initiated
dialogues with important
retailers in Colombo as the

first step towards creating a
retail channel,” says Ajai
Singh. Singh adds “We
understand retailer fears of
giving shelf space to non
relevant pieces hence our
technical team spent a fair
bit of time making collec-
tion programs relevant for
retail , this was also based
on consumer research”.

Some of the Sri Lankan
designers, among others,
who will be seen at CFW
2009 are Yolanda, Sonali
White, Middle Finger, Kan-
chana, Darshi, Prabhat,
Asanga etc.

There will be a one day
fashion seminar to for all
the younger designers con-
ducted by international
fashion designers.

Colombo Fashion Week in February

Afashion show was the highlight of the L.
i. C. C. hip jeans wear label launched
on Dec 3 to create a new dimension for

the Colombo fashion scene. The designs dis-
played comprised a range of creations devel-
oped by the label focussing on the demands
of the style-conscious fashionistas.

L.i.C.C Jeans - an exciting new designer
jeans-wear label - was launched at a glitter-
ing event featuring a spectacular fashion
show of the brand’s collection of trendy jeans
and stylish tops, shirts and T-shirts. L.i.C.C

Jeans is the first ever fashion jeans wear
brand to premier in Sri Lanka, and promises
to bring to Colombo’s fashion scene a
sophisticated, chic and affordable range of
haute couture.

L.i.C.C Jeans designs were unveiled when
models took to the ramp, displaying the
impressive and stunning range of fashion
developed by the label. The lines, cuts and
silhouettes were all about the right attitude
and ultimately about exuding confidence
through individuality.

Models walk the
runway during
the Oscar de la

Renta Pre-Fall 2009
fashion show at 583
Park Avenue on
December 8, 2008 in
New York City. AFP

Afashion fiesta
featuring a
range of

dazzling evening
outfits chore-
ographed by Karen
and Oline was the
highlight after the
Red Lantern Vigil
at Galle Face Hotel
last week. The
event was pho-
tographed by
Ruwan de Silva
for Daily News
Fashion. Prints
courtesy Foto
Focus Photo City,
Colombo 1.
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