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The illusive warriors
of the Special Task
Force are known for
trekking through jun-
gles to hunt terrorists -
like their recent spec-
tacular raid on the
group of miscreants
who had been wreaking
havoc on the Buttala
road.

They found the group
and went into action so
swiftly that the terrorists
did not know what hit
them.

It will come as a sur-
prise to most people to
find out that in addition
to these deadly skills,
there are officers in the
STF who are experts,
among other things, in
Ayurvedic medicine.

These officers offer
free Ayurveda clinics to
villagers in the remote
jungles. Here we see
STF officers treating
patients in the Ampara
district.

Ayurvedic medicine by STF

Treating a patient in need

Giving a medical checkup 
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Western Provincial Chief
Minister Prasanna
Ranatunga advised  subor-
dinate officers to make
every effort to solve the
problems of Local Govern-
ment bodies without red
tape and citing provisions
of  Administrative Regula-
tions(AR) and Financial
Regulations(FR) of the
Government. 

The Chief Minister asked
them to be polite enough
to send a reply within one
week to say  whether their
request could be accommo-
dated  or not. 

Ranatunga  made these
statements, while address-
ing the Heads of the local
bodies of the Western
Province  held at the new
auditorium of the Chief
Ministry to identify the
problems of local bodies. 

Many complaints con-
cerning stamp revenue to
be received by the local
bodies from Provincial
Council, filling vacancies in
the local bodies, allocating
funds for uncompleted con-
structions, maintenance of
roads within the  local body
limits and shortage of
machinery  for  garbage col-
lection and  disposal were
put forward by the  officers
who participated in the dis-
cussion.    

The Chief Minister hav-
ing directed  his attention
to the above problems and
shortcomings of the local
bodies issued the necessary
instructions to the relavant
officials for immediate
action. 

He assured Heads of the
local bodies that he would
at least provide telephone
facilities for them.  

He reserved each Mon-
day and Wednesday for offi-
cials to put forward com-
plex problems to the Minis-
ters to be discussed.   

He said  that he will take
stern action against corrup-
tion and malpractices in
local bodies.

Be polite, WP
Chief Minister
tells officers
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